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The Village of Brockport and
the Towns of Sweden and Clark-
son have agreed to work coopera-
tively to form a joint fire district.
Currently, the Village provides
fire protection services to the
Towns through an intermunicipal
agreement. Under a joint district,
fire commissioners would man-
age fire protection services.

The decision to form a fire dis-
trict comes after two years of fire
contract negotiations, committee
and sub-committee meetings,
findings by a specially commis-
sioned committee, consultation
with other neighboring fire dis-
tricts and the state comptroller’s
office.

There are many benefits to
forming a fire district—benefits
to each of the three municipali-
ties, to the taxpayers, to our resi-
dents and to our volunteer fire
fighters. Some of these benefits
are:

e Every tax dollar collected
for fire protection will be
used for fire protection.
Taxpayers will know that
the fire tax line on their
town/county tax bill will
be spent for fire protec-
tion. Fire fighters will be
assured that they will re-
ceive the funding they’ve
been promised.

ALL residents of the dis-
trict will have the right to
vote for those who create
the fire budget and spend
the fire tax dollars.

Village officials and admin-
istrators will no longer
have the burden of operat-
ing a fire department. They
can concentrate energies
on other village services.

Both Town and Village
governments will be pro-
tected from unexpected
fire service expenses.

Unexpected surpluses will
be used to off-set future
fire service expenses or to
reduce the fire service tax
rate—benefitting ALL fire
district taxpayers.

Referendums for capital
expenses will be open to
ALL residents of the dis-
trict, not just village resi-
dents.

The members of the
Brockport Fire Fighters
Association, Inc. will stay
intact as one unit, rather
than face the difficult in-
dividual choice of mem-
bership with other fire
fighters associations.

Fire District Assets will
belong to ALL the taxpay-
ers who funded the assets,
unlike the current ar-
rangement where all as-
sets are the property of
only village taxpayers.

Fire Chiefs will be free to
concentrate on fire ser-
vices without the distrac-
tion of other municipal
issues.

Residents and property
owners will receive the
same excellent fire protec-
tion service they have en-
joyed for 180 years.

Brockport Fire District Public Hearing

Tuesday, September 6 at 7 pm
at the AD Oliver Middle School Auditorium
40 Allen Street, Brockport
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Excerpts from the Proposal to Est

Management of the Joint Fire District

The Brockport Fire District, encompassing part of the
Town of Clarkson, the Town of Sweden and the Village
of Brockport, will be governed by a board of fire com-
missioners. The powers of this new board of fire com-
missioners will be as prescribed by law, regarding their
establishment, operation and management.

Five fire commissioners, appointed by a majority vote
of the members of the Town Boards, shall hold their
respective office until December 31, 2011 provided the
district is established by October 1, 2011. If the joint
fire district is not established by October 1, 2011, fire
commissioners will hold their offices until December
31, 2012. The appointed commissioners will be three
from the Village of Brockport, one from the Town of
Sweden, one from the Town of Clarkson.

If the joint fire district is established by October 1,
2011, the first election of the Brockport fire commis-
sioners will be held December 13, 2011 at which five
commissioners and treasurer shall be elected. If the
joint fire district is established after October 1, 2011,
the first election of fire commissioners and a treasurer
shall be December 11, 2012.

At the election in December, the person receiving the
greatest number of votes for commaissioner shall be
elected for a five-year term; the person receiving the
second highest number of votes shall be elected for a
four-year term; the person receiving the third highest
number of votes shall be elected for a three-year term,
the person receiving the fourth highest number of votes
shall be elected to a two-year term; the person receiv-
ing the fifth highest number of votes shall be elected
for a term of one year.

Candidates for office of commissioner must be resi-
dents of the newly formed district. Under current law,
commissioners shall receive no compensation for their
services.

Acquisition of Real Property and Easements

It is proposed that at the time of establishment of the
joint fire district, a resolution allowing the board of fire
commissioners to acquire real property or easements be
adopted by the Village and Town Boards.

Employment of Necessary Labor and Assistants

Once the district is established, the Brockport Fire
District may employ necessary labor and assistants, at
a compensation rate approved by the board of fire com-
missioners.

Fire District Treasurer

The initial appointed board of fire commissioners
shall appoint a district treasurer. Thereafter, the
district treasurer will be elected to three-year terms.

Appointment of a District Secretary

The appointed board of fire commissioners shall
appoint a district secretary. The board of fire com-
missioners must hold an organizational meeting an-
nually in January. At this organizational meeting, a
secretary is appointed.

Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of
the joint fire district
shall begin on the
first day of January
and end on the 31st
day of December.

Labor for the Fire
District

The board of fire
commissioners can
accept the services of
the Brockport Volun-
teer Firefighters As-
sociation, Inc., the
current volunteer
fire department or-
ganized and operat-
ing within the
Brockport Fire Dis-
trict.

The commissioners, if unable to provide fire protec-
tion by volunteer services, may employ and fix the
compensation of such firefighters as may be neces-
sary to provide fire protection. Moneys, if any, paid
to firefighters shall be deemed a part of the cost of
maintenance and operation of the fire district.

Budget of the Joint Fire District

After the adoption of the annual budget of the
Brockport Fire District, the fire district secretary
shall deliver certified copies to the Town Clerks of
Sweden and Clarkson and to the Village Clerk of
Brockport. Neither the town board, supervisor or any
other officer or employee of the towns, nor the board
of trustees, mayor or any other officer or employee of
the village, shall make any change to this annual
budget of the fire district.
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:ablish the Brockport Fire District

Conditions

The proposal to establish the Brockport Fire District
is subject to the dissolution of the Clarkson Fire Pro-
tection District and the Sweden Fire Protection Dis-
trict and the ceasing of operation of the Brockport Fire
Department.

Fire Protection

Until December 31, 2012, the Village Fire Depart-

ment will continue to provide fire protection to the

Village of Brockport, and the Sweden and Clarkson
Fire Protection Dis-
tricts.

Transfer of Fire-
houses, Land and Ap-
paratus, Forgiveness
and Waiver of Obliga-
tions

1. Sweden, Clarkson
and Brockport agree to
the formation of a joint
fire district pursuant to
New York Town Law.
The parties further
agree to schedule meet-
ings and exercise good
faith to proceed in a
timely manner. The
parties agree to cooper-
ate to achieve consent
by the Office of the New
York State Comptroller
and to contact state rep-
resentatives to achieve successful passage of spe-
cial legislation (if needed).

2. Clarkson and Sweden agree to continue payments
for fire protection under respective agreements.

3. Contingent upon the successful establishment of
the Joint Fire District, Sweden and Clarkson will
forgive Brockport’s debt repayment of $175,000
pursuant to the September 14, 2010 Memorandum
of Understanding.

4. Clarkson and Sweden will waive revenues exceed-
ing expenditures for dispatch in the 2011 calendar
year, and any such revenues will be utilized for
fire-related services as determined by the current
fire chiefs.

5. Sweden and Clarkson agree to waive claims to

10.

11.

12.

13.

Brockport’s 2010 fire budget surplus, contingent
upon the successful establishment of the joint fire
district.

Sweden and Clarkson agree to waive claims to the
$640,000 ambulance surpluses used by Brockport
in its general fund.

Sweden and Clarkson agree to waive claims to the
2010 and 2011 workers’ compensation program
refunds.

Brockport will provide a report of fire department
expenses through June 30, 2011 to be reviewed by
Sweden and Clarkson within 60 days after the exe-
cution of the Memorandum of Understanding
(8/3/11).

Brockport will provide an estimate of the year-end
budget on or before October 1, 2011. It will be rec-
onciled in January 2012 and any surplus will be
applied proportionately to the payments of the
three parties.

Contingent upon the successful establishment of
the joint fire district, Clarkson agrees to transfer
to the district the real property located at 3653
Lake Road (including a portion of the plot of land
on which the building is situated) to the district for
no consideration.

Contingent upon the successful establishment of a
joint fire district, Sweden agrees to transfer to the
district a building, the location to be determined,
for no consideration. The construction and acquisi-
tion costs of the location and building will have a
minimum value of $125,000.

Contingent upon the successful establishment of
the joint fire district, Brockport agrees to turn over
all assets of the Brockport Fire Department to the
district, including the transfer of the firehouses on
West Avenue and on Market Street (including the
plots of land on which the buildings are situated),
together with all of the fire apparatus and fire
equipment with the exception of the antique 1877
Silsby Steamer and 1845 Hand Pumper.

Contingent upon the successful establishment of
the joint fire district, Brockport agrees to use all
existing or future funds in the truck replacement,
fire communications equipment and fire chief vehi-
cle reserve funds as a down payment on a piece of
fire fighting equipment, which equipment will be
determined by the current fire chiefs.
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Fast Facts about the proposed Brockport Fire District

Who will be included in the Brockport Fire District?

All properties in the Town of Sweden and Village of
Brockport. All properties in the Town of Clarkson ex-
cept those served by the Walker Fire District or the
Hilton Parma Fire District.

When will the new district be established?
Our goal is to establish it by the end of the year.
When will the new district be operational?

Our goal is to have it operational by June 1, 2012 or
by December 31, 2012 at the latest.

How will the new district be funded?

By property taxes, just as the current fire protection
service is funded.

What difference will I see on my property tax bill?

If you live in the Towns outside the Village, your
January town/county tax bill will look pretty much
the same. You will have a special fire district tax line
instead of a special fire protection district tax line. If
you live in the Village you will have a new line on
your town/county tax bill for fire district taxes; how-
ever, your share of fire protection taxes will no longer
be in the Village’s tax bill in June.

Who will be the fire commissioners?

The Town Boards will appoint the initial 5 fire com-
missioners—3 from the village, one from each town.
After the initial appointments, residents of the dis-
trict will elect the commissioners. Fire commissioners
serve 5 year-terms and are unpaid. Fire commission-
ers must be residents of the district.

When are fire district elections held?
Annually, in December.

Isn’t the voter turn-out for fire district elections
usually very low?

Yes. But it is our duty as voters to do our job and get
out and vote.

Who determines the fire district budget?

The fire commissioners. Town Boards hold public
hearings on the fire district budget each year, but
Town Boards cannot alter the fire district budget.

What will my fire district tax rate be?

That will be determined by the fire commissioners.
Sweden and Clarkson have prepared draft budgets
that have the tax rate staying at or near its current
level.

Is this an unnecessary additional layer of gov-
ernment?

No. We have to keep in mind that this district will
serve three municipalities. Taxpayers across the
three municipalities will achieve parity that currently
doesn’t exist. In addition, the two Towns already have
fire protection special districts. They will be elimi-
nated and replaced with one joint district.

Sweden is required to contribute a building to
the new district. Where will that building be
and how much will it cost?

The Sweden Town Board has a committee research-
ing sites and designs for the building. Two Sweden
Town Board members, the fire chief and 2 fire dept.
members serve on the committee. The cost of the fa-
cility will likely be between $125,000 and $350,000.
The Sweden Town Board plans to pay for the building
through current fund balances and future appropria-
tions. There will be no need to borrow funds to fi-
nance the expenditure. The building will be turned
over to the district by December 31, 2013.

What about the Capen Hose fire hall?

The Capen Hose fire hall is privately owned. The Vil-
lage of Brockport leases space to house a fire truck.
The District may choose to continue to lease space
from Capen Hose.

Who will answer fire calls to my home?

The same Brockport fire fighters who answer your
calls today.

When will the public have the opportunity to
comment on this proposal?

The Village of Brockport and Towns of Sweden and
Clarkson will hold a joint public hearing on Tuesday,
September 6 at 7 pm in the Oliver Middle School
auditorium. In addition, Sweden and Clarkson will
hold individual public hearings regarding the dissolu-
tion of the current fire protection districts on Septem-
ber 20. Finally, registered voters of the proposed dis-
trict will be able to vote on a referendum to establish
the district. The referendum date has yet to be set.
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