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PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH THE BROCKPORT FIRE DISTRICT  

INTRODUCTION  
 

 The proposal is to establish a Joint Fire District to be called the Brockport Fire District 
encompassing the Town of Sweden, the Village of Brockport and part of the Town of Clarkson.  In 
accordance with the determination by the Town Board of the Town of Clarkson, the Town Board of the 
Town of Sweden and the Village Board of the Village of Brockport (herein referred to as the involved 
municipalities) that the establishment of a joint fire district is in the public interest, the following proposal 
is set forth for approval by the involved municipalities at a joint meeting to be held on August 9, 201nsert 
date of joint meeting. At this joint meeting, this proposal will be reviewed and discussed. To move 
forward the involved municipalities must approve this proposal and a resolution to hold a joint public 
hearing to receive public comment on the proposal must be made and approved by the involved 
municipalities.   
 
MANAGEMENT OF THE JOINT FIRE DISTRICT  
 
 The Brockport Fire District encompasses part of the Town of Clarkson, the Town of Sweden, and 
the Village of Brockport, which village is wholly incorporated within the Towns of Sweden and Clarkson, 
will be governed by a board of fire commissioners. 

 The powers of this new board of fire commissioners will be as prescribed by law, regarding their 
establishment, operation and management.    
 The property and affairs of the Brockport Fire District will be under the management and control 
of a board of five fire commissioners, appointed by a majority vote of the members of the Town Boards, 
who shall hold their respective office until December 31, 2011, provided the district is established 
October 1, 2011. If the joint fire district is not established on or before October 1, 2011, members of the 
new board of fire commissioners will hold their respective office until December 31, 2012.  The 
appointed commissioners shall be comprised such that the number that are residents of the Village of 
Brockport shall be three and the number that are residents of the Towns shall be two, one from each 
Town.   
 If the joint fire district is established before October 1, 2011, the first election of the Brockport 
Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners is to be held on December 13, 2011, at which election five fire 
district commissioners and a treasurer of the Brockport Fire District shall be elected. If the joint fire 
district is established on or after October 1, 2011, the first election of the Brockport Fire District Board of 
Fire Commissioners is to be held on December 11, 2012, at which election five fire district 
commissioners and a treasurer of the Brockport Fire District shall be elected.  
 
 At the election in December, the person receiving the greatest number of votes for the office of 
fire district commissioner shall be elected for a term of five years (term ending 12-31); the person 
receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of four years; the person 
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receiving the third highest number of votes shall be elected for  a term of three years term ending; the 
person receiving the fourth highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of two years (; and  the  
person  receiving the  fifth highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of one year term ending. 
The candidates for office of fire district commissioners must be residents of the newly formed district. At 
each subsequent annual election, a commissioner will be elected for the full term of five years.  Under 
current law, the commissioners shall receive no compensation for their services.  
 
 
ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY AND EASEMENTS  
 
It is proposed that at the time of the establishment of the fire district, a resolution allowing the board of 
fire commissioners to acquire real property or easements be adopted by the Village and Town Boards.  
 
EMPLOYMENT OF NECESSARY LABOR AND ASSISTANTS 
 
Once the district is established, the Brockport Fire District may employ necessary labor and assistants, at 
a compensation rate approved by the Board of Fire Commissioners.  
 
FIRE DISTRICT TREASURER  
 
The initial appointed board of fire commissioners shall appoint, to serve at its pleasure, a district treasurer. 
This fire district treasurer shall serve until December 31, the term ending depending on the date of 
formation of the joint fire district.    
 
On December, at the annual election, the position of fire district treasurer will also be elected. The 
position of Fire District Treasurer is, at that time, elected for a three-year term.  The newly elected 
members of the board of fire commissioners and the treasurer will commence their terms on January 1 in 
the year following their election.  
 
  
APPOINTMENT OF A DISTRICT SECRETARY  
 
The initially appointed board of fire commissioners shall appoint, to serve at its pleasure, a district 
secretary.  In January annually, the board of fire commissioners must hold an organizational meeting.  At 
this organizational meeting, a secretary is appointed. 
 
FISCAL YEAR  
 
The fiscal year of the joint fire district shall begin on the first day of January and end on the thirty-first 
day of December. 
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TRANSFER OF FIREHOUSES, LAND AND APPARATUS, FORGIVENESS AND WAIVER OF 
OBLIGATIONS 

1. Contingent upon the successful establishment of the Joint Fire District, SWEDEN and 
CLARKSON will forgive the debt repayment in the original amount of $175,000.00, pursuant 
to the Memorandum of Understanding last executed on September 14, 2010.  

2. CLARKSON and SWEDEN will waive any revenues exceeding expenditures for dispatch in 
the 2011 calendar year, and any such revenues will be utilized for fire-related services as 
determined by the current fire chiefs of the Brockport Fire Department. 

3. SWEDEN and CLARKSON agree to waive any claims to the Brockport’s 2010 fire budget 
surplus, contingent upon the formation of the joint fire district. 

4. With no admission by Brockport as to the accuracy or validity of any such claims, SWEDEN 
and CLARKSON agree to waive claims to the $640,000.00 ambulance surpluses used by 
BROCKPORT in its general fund, said surpluses being separate and distinct from the current 
reserves addressed in paragraph 11 herein. 

5. With no admission by Brockport as to the accuracy or validity of any such claims, SWEDEN 
and CLARKSON agree to waive claims to the 2010 and 2011 workers’ compensation program 
refunds that should have been credited to the fire budget or placed in a reserve for future fire 
department workers’ compensation premiums. 

6. BROCKPORT will provide a report of fire department expenses through June 30, 2011 to be 
reviewed by SWEDEN and CLARKSON within 60 days after the execution of this MOU. 

7.  BROCKPORT will provide an estimate of the year-end budget on or before October 1, 2011.  
It will be reconciled in January 2012 and any surplus will be applied proportionately to the 
payments of all parties under their respective agreements and the Modification and Extension 
Agreement. 

8.  Contingent upon the successful establishment of the joint fire district CLARKSON agrees to 
transfer to the joint fire district the real property located at 3653 Lake Road (including a 
portion of the plot of land on which the building is situated) to the joint fire district for no 
consideration. 

9. Contingent upon the successful establishment of a joint fire district, SWEDEN agrees, at its 
sole expense, to transfer to the joint fire district a building, the location to be determined, for 
no consideration.  The construction and acquisition costs of the location and building will have 
a minimum value of $125,000.00. 

10.  Contingent upon the successful establishment of the joint fire district, BROCKPORT agrees 
to turn over all assets of the BROCKPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT to the joint fire district, 
including the transfer of the firehouses on West Avenue and on Market Street (including the 
plots of land on which the buildings are situated), together with all of the fire apparatus and 
fire equipment owned by BROCKPORT with the exception of the antique 1877 Silsby 
Steamer and 1845 Hand Pumper. 

11.  Contingent upon the successful establishment of the joint fire district, BROCKPORT agrees 
to use all existing or future funds in the truck replacement, fire communications equipment and 
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fire chief vehicle reserve funds of the BROCKPORT as a down payment on a piece of fire 
fighting equipment, which equipment will be determined by the current fire chiefs of the 
BROCKPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT (for example a new fire truck). 

 
LABOR FOR THE FIRE DISTRICT  
 
The Board of Fire Commissioners can accept the services of the Brockport Volunteer Firefighters 
Association Inc., the current volunteer fire department organized and operating within the area 
encompassing the Brockport Fire District.  
 
The commissioners of the Brockport Fire District, if unable to provide such fire protection by volunteer 
services may employ and fix the compensation of such firefighters as may be necessary to provide such 
protection.  Moneys, if any, paid to firefighters shall be deemed a part of the cost of maintenance and 
operation of the fire district.  
 
BUDGET OF JOINT FIRE DISTRICT  
 
After the adoption of the annual budget of the Brockport Fire District, the fire district secretary shall 
prepare and deliver to the Town Clerks of Clarkson and Sweden two certified copies of the annual budget, 
and file a certified copy of the annual budget with the Clerk of the Village of Brockport. Neither the town 
board, town supervisor, town clerk or any other officer or employee of any such town, nor the board of 
trustees, mayor, clerk, treasurer or any other officer or employee of any such village, shall make any 
change to this annual budget of the fire district.  
 
CONDITIONS 
 
The proposal to establish the Brockport is subject to the dissolution of the Clarkson Fire Protection 
District and the Sweden Fire Protection District, and the ceasing of operation of the Brockport Fire 
Department.   
 
FIRE PROTECTION  
 
Until December 31, 2012 11:59 PM, the Village Fire Department will continue to provide fire protection 
to the Village of Brockport, the Sweden and Clarkson Fire Protection Districts.  
 
 


